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From (oandap April 5, to Frivap April 9, 1714. 


Ter fi refurgat mnns abeneus, 
Auctore Phabo ; ter pereat meis 


Excifus Argivis. —-— — 


Horace. 
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N the younger Days and Infancy of the Prote- 

frant Religion, when the Charch of England was 

but juft Dawning, and had nor yet attain’d the 

full Beaw'y of Holine{s, nox was guarded on every 

Side with all thofe Legal Rights and Securities, 
which are the Covering of her Divine Authority, and 
the unalterable, Terms and Conditions of her uniting 
with the State ; Tho’ Popery was at that time Rampant, 
and kept up: her Ufurpations to the Height, in moft 
Nations of Exrope ; tho’ the Old Gentleman at Rome 
had a very large Field of Ignorance and Superftition 
to work in, could fhake his Keys at the Princes his 
Neighbours, and maintain his Authority among his 
Scepter d Children;, by forming fumerous Alliances, 
by Crufadoes.and Holy \Wars, by making Generals his Le 
gaves and Deputy-Thunderers, and Troops and\Squadrons 
the Bearers aud Publifhers of his Anathema's: Yet 
even then, the, Reopie of Lagland, becaufe the Grext 
and Wife Elizabeth was upon the Throne); farrounded 
by Able:and Faithful Minifers, ftrengrhen’d by a Learn- 
ed and Pious Glergy, fupported by -Loyal and Dutiful 


Commons, and fully poflefied of the united Hearts.and. 


Affedtions ,of Her People, found leifure to Laugh at 
the Menaces of their ee: ne to defpife their vain 
Efforts and Attempts, and to meet their «moft formi- 
dable Affaults, their Plots, Invafions, and Armada’s, 
with true) Egeli/) Bravery and undaunted Refolution. 
Their hearty, Concurrence in the common ‘Intereft of 
their Sovereign and Country (whichis the Life and vital 
Strength of every Socicty) enabled them to carry more 
Terrors abroad, than were brought home to them; and 
to ftop the Growth of Superftition, and make -way for 
the Reformed Religion in Europe; by Wars and Treaties, 
borh equally Advantageous to the Crown of England, 
Whilft Parker of Canterbury and Fenell of Sarum taught 
People how to Aigue againft, and to Defy, inftead of 
Dreadintg, Popery: Whilft the Ambition of Effex, the 
feditious Spirit of We/?morland, the Rebellion of Ty- 
rone, and the Faction of the Puritans, were unable to 
divide the Nation, or break in upom the Publick 
Tranquility, our Gallant Anceftors knew not what it 
was to be difmay'd with any Foreign Enemy ; their 
Excellent Qyeen was made Happy in/a Long ani Glo- 
tious Reign, and went to F&r Grave in Peace. The 
Proteftant Succoffion took , Place without the leaft Inter- 
ruption; And as for the.Pope, our Boys and Children 
of the loweft. Rank, thought it no Invafion of the 
Rights and Dignity of Babes of Quality, to Burn hin 
by themfelves ; and the ;Blae-Apron: could throw a 
Squib or a Cracker at him, Without being beaded by a 
General, or Calling in a Lord to their Afliitance. 

In the Reign of King Charie: the Firit, a hideous Cry 
was raifed about the Dangers of Pepery; and the Men 
who raifed that Cry, were the firft, if not the only 
Perfons, who brought that Danger near to us, and 
made Popery truly Formidable to Brirain, when they had 
almoft introduced it by thofe very Fears and Jealouties, 
which fhould never be conceiv’d or entertain'd, but out 
of a true zealous Intention and Kefolution to keep it 
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out. Our Country was then divided, diflrated, and torn 
to Pieces: The Sovereign made firft a Captive, and 


then a Martyr: The Nobles Difpers'd, Banith’d and 


Murder'd ; and the People Plunder'd, Sequefter'd, Deci- 
mated, Tax'd, Harafs’d with a quick: Succeflion of marry 
Tyrants, and Poffefs'd and Haunted with variety of Evil 


Spirits and Devils, conftantly relieving one another’: 


Whilit Popery at the fame time was Lufty and High- 
mettled: The See of Rome furnifh’d with able Inftru- 
ments, proper to do the Work of her Ambition and 
Revenge: France was reconcil’d firft to the Honfe of 
Auftria, and then to Spain ; Ina riclflourithing Con- 
dition ; govern’d entirely by the Purple; and happy in 
the Succeflion of two Cardinal-Minijjirs, renown’d tor 
their mafterly Skill and Experience in Government ; 
bath Intent upon the Affiirs of England, and either of 
them equal to the greatelt Undertakings. Then, if 
ever, was the Time for Divide €? dmpera to prevail, 
amidlft. fo many furprizing Changes and Transforma+ 
tions: Then was the Time for Popery, under a borrow’d 
Name, to have flip’d in; when Blindnef3, Bigotry, 
Ignorance, Enthufiafm, and thick Darknefs prevail’d, 
and we were funk fo low both in our Civil and Religions 
Difpolition, thar Pagani/m it {elf might have put in het 
Pretenfions. Yet even then, fo very defperate was the 
Caufe and Claim of the Romifh Sec, and fo throughly 
fatisfied were her Champions, that nothing lefs' than a 
near Approach. 'to utter Extirpation could leave the 
Engiifi2 Nation to their Mercy, that not the leaft at- 
tempt of Bulk and Figure, for reftoring Popery, was 
offer'd at: And tho’ many of the blackeft Parts of the 
Rebellion had been Concerted at Rome, yer Things were 
never thought Ripefor beginning an open Affiult s ahd 
before a wretched People could effeétually confpire their 
own: Ruin, Providence wonderfully inperpos’d, and 
brought about the happy Re/furazion, 

After this, the fame rueful Cry was reviv’d in an 
unhappy Reign, with a much better (Gsrace, and upon 
more fubftantial Grounds. The Fears of Popery did at 
that time carry a very ill Afpect towards us, and the 
Danger hung direétly over our Heads: But Fathiun had 
before fo often impofed upon the Publick, by alarming 
the People with falfe Fears and Apprehenfions ; rhae 
vaft Numbers of Men, as Zealous for the Proteffant Re- 
licion, the Laws, and Livertics of the Nation, as any of 
their Fellow-Subje&ts, were tempted to believe, that 
the Clamours then raifed were of the fame fort with 
thofe, which had been promoted in a former Reign, in 
the Service of Anarchy and Sedition; and therefore gave 
themfelves up to a fatal Indolence and Supinenefs, till 
the Wreck and Downfal of the Conftitution was ju 
breaking about their Ears. Which plainly fhews us, 
that Jealoufy aeainft the Government, ujufly con- 
veiv'’d, is of infinite Prejudice to the Publick, and ferves 
only to fmooth the way to our Ruin, whenever it is 
really approaching. Bur tho’ Popery was then not only 
ar our Gates, but within our IVb, and our very Pa- 
licers tho’ a French Power, at that time truly formidable, 
a Prerogatrve in full Vigour, a Rich £ acbequer, a Cor- 
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, and a Divided People, were all Confpirin 
fo Yoak upon our Necks: Yet wit 
ition did we repel and fhake 


i cparieg ones en 


, that ever interpos’ 
in a Change of fo much Con Our ableft 
mies forefaw betimes, how defperate the Undertaking 
was ; and nothing fo far aggravates and expofes the In- 
fatuation of that Court, as to find them of bei 
betray'd into a Belief, that a Fleet, Army, Militia, 
Nation of Proteffants, Thould all agree to afhft them ia 
bringing in Popery. They had indeed a hopeful Depen- 
dence upon the Old Whigs; and Papiff and Fanatick 
were let by Couples into Power, on purpofe to finifh 
the Work. For it is notorious, that tes fame Faétious 
Mouths, which had bawl'd out againft Popery, when 
there was no Danger of it, inftead of feco the 
Church of England in her juft and well-grounded Com- 
plaints, now the Danger was real and brought home, 
cer in ir the beer and her 09 . the 
imjiry, and kept pace with Bi ranny for a 
Caedee awien'® Revdateh aim in view, fo far 
“were the true Friends of the Church from delaying or 
Obfiruéting the Work, that they received the Whigs, 
tho’ returning late and with a very ill Grace, into 
vour, and Partner-fhip in the Undertaking ; and rather 
than lofe the Benefits of that Deliverance, fuffer’d their 
noify perverfe Inmates to Load and Incumber it, with 
‘many grievous Innovations ; and by degrees to obtain 
Power enough to fhock the Conftitution, when Popery 
was unable to Diftrefs it. 
_ ‘Things flanding thus: Since in the moft favourable 
yncanes, and when he was well fupported both at 
me and abroad, our old Enemy was never yet in a 
Condition to bring about his Defigns againft us, what 
is the Reafon that we are now fo apprehenfive of his 
coming, when there is not the leaft glimpfe or fhadow 
of Danger, to give us Uneafinefs ? At home, we have 
all the Securities, that either the Laws of the Land or 
the Difpofitions of the People can afford us. The Pre- 
razative, the Legiflature, the Executive branch, the 
Church, Militia, Army, Fieet, Magiffracy, and all the 
wer Offices axe in Proteffant Hands, without Exception. 
Pepery is become an Abhorrence and univerfal Detefta- 
tiow. Our Reafon, our Confcience, our Faith, our 
cation, our Intereft, our Self-prefervation, are all 
entirely againft it : Thg Profeflors of that corrupt Syftem 
are-every where reftrain’d and kept. under ; and fo far 
reduc’d in their Numbers, that even Atbeifm, Fudaifm, 
or Deifm, can make a ftronger and more formidable 
Party. Why then fhould we entertain I know not 
what vain Terrors; and raife Phantoms and Chimera’s, to 
difturb and affright one another ¢ There is not the leaft 
Symptom or Appearance of a Tendency that way; un- 
lefs it be the Spirit of Contention that reigns in our 
People; and this the deep-mouth’d Clamourers of the 
Dangers of Popery are not fo very ready to Exorcize 
and Banifh from among us. If we iook abroad,Super- 
ftition.and Bigotry Jofe Ground every Day. Inftead of 
being able te raife Gujado’s and Holy Wart, and to fend 
ry iene of Exrope upon Romantick Errands to _ 
prefs Herefy, the Pope has work cnough upon his Hands 
to keep fair with his unduriful Children. The 4+/frizn 
and Spani{h Factions: have, in their turns, Awd and 
Bully'd him. In France, his Authority is become meer- 
ly Nominal ; and the Fefuits, the Presbyerians of that 
Church, find ic a difficule matter to gain a tew Points 
of Jefler Confequence for the Vicar of S:. Peter, in op- 
pofition to a fingle Cardinal, and two or three Sufra- 
gan Bifhops. A King of Sicily and Vice Roy of Maples 
are an over-match for this Father of Crown'd Heads 
and Depofer of Emperors and Cefars. All the Acts and 
Monsaments of the Hay See, and his Minifers and Nun- 
ci’'s, every where complain of the Decay of the Papal 
Awlority, and the declining Condition of Morber- 
Church. Mutt Protefants then retricve and reftore, 








what Catholicks are in no Concern about? And is the 
Pope become formidable in England, «when his owp 
Sons have forgot to ftand in Awe of him? Does the 
Holy Dotard apply to the Courts of Paris, Madrid ang 
Vienna ; without confidering how thuch betrer Intereg 
he can make in Great Britain ? What ally abfurd Stuff! 
What a furious Inconfiftency is this ferfelefs Clamou; 
of the i of Popery! Let Madmen and Dream; rs, 
Fanaticks and People in the Spleen, rave upon this Sub. 
jet: But the Asdience mult not confift of rational 
Creatures, if they expeét either Credit or Attention, 
Nothing lefs than a Gunpowder Treafon can do the 
Work of Popery ; and fuch a Gunpowder Treafon, which, 
at one Blow, can fink Tio /flands under Water. But 
we are fafe, if we only ftay -cill thofe, who tell this 
Story, believe what they fay, before we give Credit to 
what we hear ; which is all that Men of Honour and 
Integrity can expect from us. 

Suppofe then that this Jealoufy and thefe Apprehen- 
fions are pa? yet muft they gé for nothing, 
and be wholly infignificant ? Moft certainly they have a 
Meaning ; and a ning, that ought to be ftri@ly 
enquir’d into. I would have all chofe of my Contem- 
— who were born, or came to Years of Un- 

erftanding, fince the Revolwion, and whofe Politicks 
reach to no higher a Date, confider with themfelves, 
that the Oy of Popery, taken abftrattedly, is liable to 
many very fevere Imputations; as beiig iri yeneral the 
language of Fanaticks and Enthufiafts, and the ufual 
Prelude to Sedition and Mijchief. The Old Puritans be- 
gan it, in their Attack upon the Epifcopacy, Liturgy, 
Difcipline, and Conftitation of the Church of England. 
The Popery they look’d for, was to be found in Mires 
Lawn Sweves, ofl Organs, saps poles, and 
Chriftmas Pyes. Their Firft-born, the Whigs of Forty-One, 
bore a Bob in the very fame Tune, and eccho'd in 
Confort to their Forefathers: Never giving over the 
Alarm, till they had ftript the King of his Prerogative, 
his Militia, Guards, Nobles, Bifhops, and all his Loyal 
Subjetts, by taking from him his Rights, Revenues, 
Crown, Liberty, and Life; and from his Stibje&s, their 
Freedom, Religion, Goods, Chattels,. Money, Eftates, 
and. whatever elfe the Sajnts had a mind to j and all out 
of a fincere Intention to keep otit Popery. Their 
younger Brethren, the Whies of King Charles the Se- 
cond's Reign, took up the fame profitable Clamour ; 
and made the moft of it, by forcing their way into the 
Civil Lif, and procuring every Day’ fomething for 
themfelves, either to. Se# or Betray. From them our 
Modern Whigs borrow’d ‘the Hint, and fet all: their 
Clappers a-work, to ring on the Chimes, whenever 
the Nation was to be drawn into fome unneceffiry 
Charge, to have its Veins open’d, and bleed Milhon: 
for their Refrethment. In fhort, this Cry was never 
well-grounded but once; aud then they were ‘back- 
ward enough to come into it: Bur it has often’ prov’d 
to be mere Frenzy and Delufion, and yet never fail'd of 
bringing many’ Plagues and a long Train of Publick 
Evils upon our Heads. We have therefore all the Rea- 
fon in the World to look about us ; and to treat thefe 
People as a Common Enemy, unlefs they can find better 
Proofs of their Jealoufy, and fhew us other Grounds 
for their Sufpicions, than hitherto they have done. 
We muft not fuffer them to fcare us out of our Wits 
and Money both ; and to amufe and put us to the Stare, 
whilft they pick our Pockets ; when all our Compliance 
will not fatisfy them, or cure them of their Appre- 
henfions. That foolifh doating [dsband, who faffers 
a noify petulant Shrew to tell him ever now and then an 
idle Story ; and thinks to appeafe her with fometimes 
a Sett-of Plate, at other times a few Fewelss with a 
new Brocade to Day, a Prefent of China to Morrow, 2 
git Coariot nexe Day, and fo on: mut infellibly be 
Ruin, and die a Beggar ; and will be never the never 
convincing her, that a Sufpicions are Unjaft and 1!l- 
grounded. 
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